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SYNOPSIS 
 
Gennadiy Mokhnenko has made a name for himself by forcibly abducting homeless drug- 
addicted kids from the streets of Mariupol, Ukraine. As his country leans towards a 
European Union inclusion, hopes of continued post-Soviet revitalisation seem possible. In 
the meantime, Gennadiy's center has evolved into a more nebulous institution. 
 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 
I wanted Almost Holy to have the characteristics of a narrative film, for the story to be told 
through the use of vérité scenes and natural dialogue. I developed a strategy with my crew 
to accomplish this goal, which informed our decisions and reactions to unforeseeable 
circumstances in the field. Our crew believes that content is more important than cinematics, 
but we're passionate about filming with proficiency. 
 
The journey of this film began in 2012 when some of my co-workers were commissioned to 
do a promotional video in Ukraine. While in Mariupol, they met Gennadiy Mokhnenko 
and spent a few days with him. After listening to his stories and witnessing his amorphous 
work, they returned with enthusiasm and proposed doing a feature length non-fiction film 
on Gennadiy. I wasn’t interested in the idea until they shared raw footage with me and 
further explained some of the context. I was struck by the character of Gennadiy. Once in 
Ukraine, we encountered many challenges, the most obvious being that we don’t speak 
Russian. With the exception of the main subject's broken English, almost all of the dialogue 
was Russian. While shooting, we relied heavily on a translator, observation and the main 
subjects limited explanations of events. We had four cameras, two of them were constantly 
rolling. We committed to filming everything we possibly could, which made for a difficult 
but rewarding post process. 
 
My life has changed radically throughout the making of this film. Formerly, I was Christian, 
or I at least identified as one, but I no longer am. There’s a lot to the story. I was raised in 
a religiously apathetic, broken, Catholic family. I converted to a nondenominational church 
in college. To me, faith was a solution to the existential confusion I found myself in after a 
long, overindulgence in psychotropic drugs, which spanned my adolescence. As a 
teenager, I was obsessed with hallucinating and the drugs were boundless. The faith 
eventually helped me to pull myself together, giving me guidance, discipline and a moral 
framework, all of which I didn’t really have beforehand. It also dispelled an attraction I 
had to heroin. I had never used heroin, but I was always seduced by the idea and a step 
away from it, along with several friends who came to die from overdoses. My college 
roommate at the time was dealing and coaxing me with free dope. He has since overdosed 
and died. Gennadiy's former work with drug addled street kids in Ukraine struck a chord 
with my darker past. Had I been born in Mariupol, Gennadiy would have had me by the 
collar. I found deeper interest however, not in the kids I empathized with, but in a 
character I didn't understand. The story could have gone in many different directions. 
 
Eventually, I found myself standing in a van while our crew was being attacked by an 
angry Pro- Russian mob in Ukraine. I was both terrified and calm. I knew that if we made it 
out of the situation, my life would change - this time in a different way. Up until that point, 
for several years I had resisted coming to terms with the fact that my beliefs had changed. 
My cultural liberalism didn’t align with the faith, no matter how hard I tried to squeeze it in. 
I had grown weary of the behavior and practices of the church that I was a part of and 
increasingly uncomfortable with the social pressures that some of the members were 
asserting on me. 



 
The van broke through the mob and after a short car chase, I found myself resolute. I 
would embrace my worldview and move on. I spent the remainder of the year, mostly 
alone with the edit. Working on the edit of the film was a means of catharsis for me. 
Though the making of this film had a distinctive effect on my life personally, this is definitely 
not a call to action film; if anything, it’s more of a portrait. It is something to look at, reflect 
on and discuss. In light of current events, I hope it gives people a reason to research the 
conflict in Ukraine. Although this film isn’t designed to be a political tool, it has obvious 
relevance to the turmoil between The EU, Russia and Ukraine and offers some context. 
After the recent fall of Debaltseve, Mariupol is rumored to be the next target for the Pro-
Russian forces. The film could develop additional relevance as the conflict progresses. 
While the film was in development, I was told by different establishments that there was 
some controversy surrounding the film. Some felt the portrayal of Gennadiy was too 
objective and people wanted to know “how the director felt about him.” Some liked 
Gennadiy, while others were disapproving. I believe Gennadiy is confounding, so I wasn't 
comfortable telling people how to think and feel about him. I wanted to show the 
complicated nature of this character and the world he lives in. I want people to have their 
own experience with the film and draw their own conclusions. Some will see black and 
blue, others, white and gold. 
 

CREW BIOGRAPHIES 
 
STEVE HOOVER – Director 
Steve Hoover made his feature film directorial debut in 2013 with Blood Brother, which 
won both Audience and Grand Jury Award at Sundance 2013. Also that year, he had co-
directed an award-winning documentary short film entitled Seven Days. Crocodile 
Gennadiy will be Steve’s second feature. Hoover has also had a successful career in 
commercial campaigns. Currently, he is a commercial director at Animal. 
 
DANNY YOURD – Producer 
Danny Yourd is the long time creative partner of Steve Hoover: together they created the 
Sundance winning documentary Blood Brother as well as a wide range of previous work 
that has taken them all over the world. Danny received the usage of the p.g.a. mark by the 
Producers Guild of America for his work on Blood Brother. 
 
TERRENCE MALICK - Executive Producer 
Terrence Malick is an American film director, screenwriter, and producer. Malick has 
received consistent praise for his work and has been regarded as one of the greatest living 
filmmakers. He was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Director for The Thin Red 
Line and The Tree of Life. 
 
NICOLAS GONDA - Executive Producer 
Nicolas Gonda is a producer, known for his work with Terrence Malick on The Tree of Life 
(2011), To the Wonder (2012) and Knight of Cups (2015). 
 
ATTICUS ROSS – Composer 
Atticus Ross is an English musician, composer, producer, and audio engineer. Along with 
Trent Reznor, Ross won the Academy Award for Best Original Score for The Social 
Network in 2010. Atticus composed for Crocodile Gennadiy alongside his brother, 
Leopold Ross, and wife, Claudia Sarne. 
 
 



BOBBY KRLIC - Composer 
Bobby is best known by his stage name The Haxan Cloak, is a British musician and 
producer. Most recently he collaborated and produced Björk’s latest album, Vulnicura. 
Bobby’s style brings a dark and carefully constructed atmospheric sound to the score. 
 
DEFACTO SOUND - Sound Mix/Design 
Defacto Sound is an award-winning sound design and mix team that supports networks, 
brands, film and games. They specialize in story-focused sound design, foley, voice 
recording, stereo &5.1 mixing. They are also an active member of the Cinema Audio 
Society and the Motion Picture Sound Editors. 
 
ANIMAL - Production Company 
Animal, the production company behind Blood Brother, is an award-winning, full-service 
content company. Animal has produced work seen across the nation and worldwide. Steve 
and Danny have been with Animal since 2005. 

 
 

	  
	  


