THE COMMUNE
BERLINALE OFFICIAL SELECTION - COMPETITION
THE COMMUNE (2015) is an affectionate and moving portrait of a family
that chooses to become a larger family and the pain that ensues as they lose
one another in the process of realizing their dream of communal life. It is a
story in which a generation is confronted with their beliefs and fall victims
to their own ideals.
Trine Dyrholm and Ulrich Thomsen play Anna and Erik, a professional couple
with an adolescent daughter who inherit a vast house and decide to start
a commune together with a group of close friends and random eccentrics.
With the family at the center of the story, we are invited into the dream of
a real commune; we participate in the house meetings, dinners and parties.
It is friendship, love and togetherness under one roof until a love affair puts
the commune to its greatest test.
Co-founder of the Dogme movement and director of multi-award-winning
international hits including THE CELEBRATION (FESTEN) and THE HUNT
(JAGTEN), Thomas Vinterberg delivers yet another powerful drama co-written with fellow writer-director Tobias Lindholm. THE COMMUNE is the
third film in their successful collaboration, which began on the critically
acclaimed SUBMARINO and continued with the multiple award-winning
THE HUNT. SUBMARINO premiered in competition at the 2010 Berlin Film
Festival and received among others the prestigious Nordic Council Film

Award. THE HUNT premiered at the 2012 Cannes Film Festival where Mads
Mikkelsen was awarded Best Actor. The film went on to receive multiple
awards and nominations including both an Oscar® and Golden Globe®
nomination for Best Foreign Language Film.
THE COMMUNE is produced by Sisse Graum Jørgensen and Morten
Kaufmann for Zentropa Entertainments19 in collaboration with Toolbox Film in co-production with Film Väst, Zentropa International Sweden,
Topkapi Films and Zentropa International Netherlands with support
from Danish Film Institute, DR, Eurimages, Nordisk Film & TV Fond,
The Netherlands Film Fund, Svenska Filminstitutet, SVT and the MEDIA
Programme of the European Union.
Nordic distribution in co-operation with Nordisk Film Distribution.
International sales by TrustNordisk.
THE COMMUNE is filmed by Jesper Tøffner, DFF, edited by Anne Østerud and
Janus Billeskov Jansen, with sound by Anne Jensen & Kristian Selin Eidnes
Andersen and a score of Fons Merkies.
THE COMMUNE was filmed on location in Denmark and in studios in Sweden.

SYNOPSIS
Erik and Anna are a professional couple with a dream: together with their daughter Freja, they set up a commune in Erik’s huge villa in the upmarket
district of Copenhagen. With the family at the center of the story, we are invited into the dream of a real commune; we participate in the house meetings,
dinners and parties. It is friendship, love and togetherness under one roof until an earth-shattering love affair puts the commune to its greatest test.
THE COMMUNE is a humorous, delicate but also painful and touching portrait of an entire generation. The film turns into a gentle yet confrontational
declaration of love for a generation of idealists and dreamers who have long since awakened to reality. ❖

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
From the age of seven to 19 I lived in a commune. It was a crazy, warm and fantastic time, surrounded by genitals, beer, highbrow academic discussions,
love and personal tragedies. As a child, every day was a fairy tale. Simply leaving the privacy of your own bedroom and finding your way into the common
areas of the house could offer a variety of surprising scenarios because of the other residents and their various eccentricities.
Looking back, it is a time filled with golden memories and absurd moments. The house would become dark as hell for at least 5 days every month due to
the biological cycles of the already powerful women who ruled the house. Cycles that somehow became synchronized over time.
The group suppers that took place every Thursday to Sunday usually evolved into overwhelming and sometimes catastrophic dinner parties. The notion
of the ‘house meeting’ was the supreme authority – a democratic meeting where house members would share from the heart and discuss any issues
they cared to. I recall a house meeting where it was decided that rent would be paid in proportion to each commune member’s income. This notion was
gladly proposed by a man who earned far more than anyone else, and as a result his rent was more than doubled. Even though the commune consisted of
well-educated thinkers, life back then now seems naive and idealistic in the extreme – it was full of hope for the future...
The core of the story takes place in the commune around 1975. The original and humorous individuals of the commune offer up the ‘chorus’ in the
traditional way of drama – or a huge and warm family that we will hopefully learn to love. However, a more intimate love story will also play out within this
eccentric ‘family’. This love story will bring to an end the collective dream of the commune and a lifelong relationship. As such, the end of togetherness
is played out in more ways than one. ❖

Thomas Vinterberg, Copenhagen 2015

DIRECTOR – THOMAS VINTERBERG
Award-winning film director Thomas Vinterberg (b. 1969) graduated from the National Film School of Denmark
in 1993. His graduation film, LAST ROUND became an early example of his unique talent and stature. The film
won numerous awards and was nominated for a Student Academy Award (also referred to as a Baby Oscar). Next,
Vinterberg directed another award-winner THE BOY WHO WALKED BACKWARDS (1995), which amongst other
awards won at the festival in Clermont-Ferrand and received Danish Film Institute Robert award for Best Short Film.
Vinterberg directed his debut feature film, THE BIGGEST HEROES in 1996. It won three Robert awards. The year
prior, he and Lars von Trier had drafted the Dogme 95 manifesto. Vinterberg’s major breakthrough came in 1998
with THE CELEBRATION – the first Dogme 95 film ever. The film received numerous international awards, including the Jury Prize in Cannes, the Fassbinder Award at the European Film Awards and the award for Best Foreign
Language Film from both the Los Angeles and New York film critics. In addition, THE CELEBRATION won no less
than seven Robert awards and three Danish Film Critics’ Bodil statuettes.
In 2008 Vinterberg received a European Film Award for Outstanding European Achievement in World Cinema
along with his Dogme 95 brothers Lars von Trier, Søren Kragh-Jacobsen and Kristian Levring.
Vinterberg has directed three English language films: IT’S ALL ABOUT LOVE (2003) starring Joaquin
Phoenix, Claire Danes and Sean Penn, DEAR WENDY (2005) written by Lars von Trier and starring Jamie Bell, and
most recently the Thomas Hardy adaptation FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD (2015) starring Carey Mulligan
and Matthias Schoenaerts.

Vinterberg returned to Danish cinema with the comedy A MAN COMES HOME (2007), followed by the drama SUBMARINO (2010), which premiered in the
main competition at the Berlin Film Festival in 2010. The film was awarded the Nordic Council Film Prize that same year. It received no less than 15 Robert
nominations and won five.
THE HUNT (2012) was nominated for both an Oscar® and a Golden Globe® for Best Foreign Language Film and won a British Independent Film Award for
Best International Independent Film as well as Best Screenplay at the European Film Awards. The lead in THE HUNT, Mads Mikkelsen, received the prestigious award for Best Actor at the Cannes Film Festival in 2012. In addition, Vinterberg has written and directed critically acclaimed theater productions
at the Burgtheater in Vienna. He has also directed music videos for Blur and Metallica. ❖

SCREENWRITER– TOBIAS LINDHOLM
Since graduating from the National Film School of Denmark in 2007, Tobias Lindholm (b. 1977) has most certainly proven his worth – both as an award-winning screenwriter and as a filmmaker. Lindholm started his career as
an episode writer on DR’s (the Danish Broadcasting Corporation) drama series “Summer” in 2007. From 2008
to 2011, he was a co-writer on the huge hit “Borgen”, which drew 1.5 million Danes every Sunday night before
it went on to become an international hit series.
Lindholm debuted as a feature film screenwriter in collaboration with Thomas Vinterberg on the latter’s
SUBMARINO in 2007. In 2009 he moved to the director’s chair when he and Michael Noer co-created the
hyper-realistic, award-winning prison drama R (2010). The film received eight Robert awards as well as
the FIPRESCI award at Gothenburg Film Festival. In addition, Lindholm received a special Bodil award for his
screenplays to both SUBMARINO and R. In 2012, Lindholm and Vinterberg resumed their collaboration on
THE HUNT which was nominated for both an Oscar® and a Golden Globe® and won a European Film
Award for Best Screenwriter.
As a director, the Somali pirate drama A HIJACKING (2012) earned him a Bodil for Best Film, as well as
many other awards. Lindholm’s latest film, A WAR (2015), about Danish soldiers’ participation in the war in
Afghanistan has recently been nominated for Best Foreign Language Film at this year’s Academy Awards. ❖

PRODUCER – SISSE GRAUM JØRGENSEN
Producer Sisse Graum Jørgensen (b. 1972) is permanently associatiated with Zentropa where she’s both management and a member of the board. She is also a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences® as
well as the European Film Academy.
In her work, Graum Jørgensen is highly focused on supporting and strengthening the qualities of each individual
director as well as promoting and advocating quality films with high artistic ambitions.
Graum Jørgensen is primarily known for her long-standing, successful collaborations with esteemed director
profiles such as Susanne Bier, Thomas Vinterberg, Kristian Levring and Pernille Fischer Christensen as well as
renowned screenwriters like Anders Thomas Jensen, Tobias Lindholm and Kim Fupz Aakeson. Graum Jørgensen’s
productions reap both national and international acclaim. So far this has, among other, resulted in an Oscar®, three
Oscar® nominations, a Golden Globe®, two Golden Globe® nominations, two official selections in Cannes, an award
for Best Actor in Cannes and three European Film Awards.
Alongside THE COMMUNE 2016 will see the release of Jesper W. Nielsen’s THE DAY WILL COME which is written by
creator of “The Killing” Søren Sveistrup’s and based on actual events at a boys home in the late 60’s. ❖

PRODUCER – MORTEN KAUFMANN
Morten Kaufmann (b. 1963) is one of the most versatile, experienced and hard-working producers in the landscape of
modern Danish cinema. He graduated from the National Film School of Denmark in 1995. Immediately following his
graduation he began working at Nimbus Film where he produced both short films and big features, including Søren
Kragh-Jakobsen and Ole Christian Madsen’s Dogme 95 films MIFUNE (1999) and KIRA’S REASON: A LOVE STORY
(2001). Morten Kaufmann followed up with two additional films from Ole Christian Madsen: PRAGUE (2006) and the
historical drama about the German occupation of Denmark, FLAME & CITRON (2008).
Kaufmann began his collaboration with Thomas Vinterberg on THE BOY WHO WALKED BACKWARDS (1995). Since
then, he has taken on various roles on practically all of Vinterberg’s productions – as location manager on THE BIGGEST
HEROES(1996) and as line producer on THE CELEBRATION (1998) and IT’S ALL ABOUT LOVE (2002). Kaufmann both
produced and co-wrote Vinterberg’s A MAN COMES HOME in 2007. In 2010, he produced yet another Vinterberg
success, SUBMARINO, which won multiple awards, including the prestigious Nordic Council Film Prize – an award
which Kaufmann received again in 2013 for THE HUNT this time shared with Sisse Graum Jørgensen.
In 2011 Kaufmann established his own production company, Toolbox Film, together with his producer colleague
Signe Leick Jensen. ❖

THE CAST

ANNA – TRINE DYRHOLM
Trine Dyrholm (b. 1972) is without

A SOAP (2006), LITTLE SOLDIER (2008) and A ROYAL AFFAIR (2012). Dyrholm

a doubt among the most talented

also played the female lead in Susanne Bier’s Oscar® and Golden Globe®

actresses of her generation. She

winner IN A BETTER WORLD (2010), a performance which ensured her both

has found success in theater, film

a Robert and Bodil award for Best Actress. In 2013, Dyrholm was radiant

and TV alike. Dyrholm debuted in

opposite Pierce Brosnan in Susanne Bier’s romantic comedy LOVE IS ALL YOU

the film “Spring Tide” in 1990 –

NEED which premiered at the Venice Film Festival and earned Dyrholm the

at the age of 18. Her performance

fifth out of a total of six Robert awards to date.

earned her a Danish Film Critics’
Bodil award for Best Actress – the first of five Bodils she has received to date.

Many people will also remember Dyrholm from her roles on TV, including in
DR’s (the Danish Broadcasting Corporation) big drama series “Taxa” (1997),

After graduating from The Danish National School of Performing Arts in 1995,

“The Spider” (2000) and most recently “The Legacy” (2014).

Dyrholm immediately became part of several big stage shows. She performed
in a range of hugely popular productions at Dr. Dante’s Aveny. In 2002,

Next Dyrholm will be starring in Peter Schønau Fog’s YOU DISAPPEAR,

she received a Reumert award for her suicidal solo performance in “4.48

based on Christian Jungersen’s best-selling novel of the same title, which is

Psychosis”, which lead to her starring in a production on the legendary

expected to premiere in 2017. ❖

Volskbühne stage in Berlin in 2012.
In the world of cinema, Dyrholm made an international name for herself
when she appeared in Thomas Vinterberg’s THE CELEBRATION (1998). Since
then, she has represented Danish cinema at several international festivals,
including in particular the Berlin International Film Festival with films such as

ERIK – ULRICH THOMSEN
Ulrich Thomsen (b. 1963) graduated from the Danish National School of

IN A BETTER WORLD (2010); as

Theater in 1993. Today he is one of the most sought-after actors in Scandi-

well as Anders Thomas Jensen’s

navia with experience and success both locally and internationally and more

FLICKERING LIGHTS (2000) and

than 75 productions to his name. Thomsen’s career began with several stage

ADAM’S APPLES (2005).

productions, but it was with Ole Bornedal’s classic thriller NIGHTWATCH
(1994) that Thomsen made his feature film debut. Since then, Thomsen has

Most recently, large numbers of

worked with many of the most renowned directors in the business.

Danish moviegoers have seen
him give a critically acclaimed

His collaboration with Vinterberg began on THE BIGGEST HEROES (1996) for

performance as Richard Møller Nielsen, the former coach of the Danish

which Thomsen received a Robert award for Best Supporting actor. The two

national soccer team, in SUMMER OF ‘92 (2015).

continued their successful partnership on THE CELEBRATION (1998). Thomsen
caused a sensation in the leading role of Christian, the unintended center of

Thomsen’s international accomplishments – in addition to the legendary

attention in the most dysfunctional of Danish families. Thomsen received both

Kai Proctor in HBO’s worldwide hit series “Banshee” (2013) – include

a Robert and a Bodil award, and secured his first nomination for a European

turns in the James Bond movie THE WORLD IS NOT ENOUGH(1999), Kathryn

Film Award for his phenomenal performance. In 1998, he also acted in the

Bigelow’s THE WEIGHT OF WATER (2000), Chen Kaige’s KILLING ME

Oscar® winning short film ELECTION NIGHT.

SOFTLY (2002), Ridley Scott’s KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 2005), and Tom Tykwer’s
THE INTERNATIONAL (2009).

Thomsen has played the leading role in such massive hits as Per Fly’s THE
INHERITANCE (2003); Susanne Bier’s BROTHERS (2004), for which he

Thomsen has also tried his hand behind the camera with the grim love story

received his second European Film Award nomination and won for Best Actor

IN EMBRYO, which he wrote, directed and produced. The film is expected to

at the San Sebastian Film Festival; Bier’s Golden Globe and Oscar winning

premiere in 2016. ❖

®

®

EMMA – HELENE REINGAARD NEUMANN
Helene Reingaard Neumann (b. 1987) impressed audiences in her feature film debut in the role of Claudia in
Thomas Vinterberg’s A MANS COMES HOME (2007). Since then her gentle and effervescent approach to her often
fragile characters, has secured Reingaard Neumann roles in several big productions. These include Niels Arden
Oplev’s critically acclaimed drama WORLDS APART (2008) and later as Klara in the TV series “2900
Happiness” as well as a smaller role in DR’s (the Danish Broadcasting Corporation) huge success “Borgen” (2010).
In 2010, Reingaard Neumann acted in another Thomas Vinterberg film, SUBMARINO, in which she portrayed
the character Mona. ❖

STEFFEN – MAGNUS MILLANG
Magnus Millang (b. 1981) is a director, screenwriter, actor and one of Denmark’s most respected comedians.
In 2014 he won the much-coveted award for Comedian of the Year at the Comedy Gala Awards.
In collaboration with his friend Martin Høgsted, he is responsible for TV2 Zulu’s comedy series “Danish Dynamite",
which won a Zulu Award for Original TV Program of the Year in 2013. He has performed in and written for comedy shows
such as “Mørk&Jul” and “Gumball3000” as well as a wide range of other shows on TV2 Zulu. Prior to his appearance as
Steffen in THE COMMUNE, Millang made his feature film debut in a smaller role in the adaptation of Jussi Adler-Olsen’s
THE KEEPER OF LOST CAUSES. ❖

ALLON – FARES FARES
Swedish actor Fares Fares was born in Beirut in 1973 and is a graduate of the Wendelsberg School of Theater. Fares’ unique
talent for both comedy and drama gives him tremendous range and has taken him far. His 2000 feature film debut in
BEFORE THE STORM was quickly followed up by an unforgettable leading role in the Swedish hit movie JALLA JALLA (2000),
which was directed by Fares’ brother, award-winning director Josef Fares. The brothers continued their collaboration on
Josef’s films KOPPS (2003) and ZOZO (2005).
Fares Fares has also worked with Danish director Simon Staho on BANG BANG ORANGUTANG (2005) and the critically
acclaimed DAY AND NIGHT (2004), which was recognized with an award for Best Ensemble at Chicago International Film
Festival. In 2010, Fares performed in Daniel Espinosa’s massive success EASY MONEY (2010) and the sequel EASY MONEY
II: HARD TO KILL (2012). The two subsequently collaborated on Espinosa’s American movie CHILD 44 (2015). Fares has
also landed other parts in Hollywood. In 2012, he acted opposite Denzel Washington in SAFE HOUSE- a performance
that lead to a role in Kathryn Bigelow’s ZERO DARK THIRTY (2012). The following year, Fares got his breakthrough in
Denmark with THE KEEPER OF LOST CAUSES. Fares’ fantastic performances as Police Detective Assad of Department
Q in the adaptations of Jussi Adler-Olsen’s world-renowned crime novels have so far earned him Robert nominations in
2014 and 2015. The third film in the series, A CONSPIRACY OF FAITH, directed by Hans Petter Moland, will premiere
in the spring of 2016. ❖

OLE – LARS RANTHE
Lars Ranthe (b. 1969) graduated from the Acting School at Odense Theater in 1998 and secured his first part in a film
in Per Fly’s award-winning drama THE BENCH in 2000. Ranthe continued his career in both movies and on TV, but his
major breakthrough came as Jakob Sommer in DR’s (the Danish Broadcasting Corporation) popular TV series “Sommer”
from 2008 with which Lars Ranthe achieved nationwide fame.
Since then, Ranthe has demonstrated his immense talent and unique versatility in a multitude of roles, including estate
owner Bruun in Vinterberg’s THE HUNT (2012) and in a sensational performance as Kjeld Petersen in Martin Zandvliet’s
A FUNNY MAN (2011), for which he received both a Robert and Bodil award for Best Supporting Actor. Parallel with
his movie career, Ranthe continues to perform in a range of popular TV series. Most recently, viewers have been
following him in “The Seaside Hotel” (2013-15) and “Dicte” (2013-14). The coming year will see the release of Jesper
W. Nielsen’s feature film THE DAY WILL COME (2016) written by Søren Sveistrup, where Ranthe can be seen in a major
supporting role as Senior Teacher Toft Lassen. ❖

FREJA – MARTHA SOFIE WALLSTRØM HANSEN
Just 15 years of age, Martha Sofie Wallstrøm Hansen is undoubtedly one of Danish film’s most promising new stars.
She originates from Copenhagen and enjoys taking dance lessons in her spare time. THE COMMUNE is her
feature film debut. ❖

MONA – JULIE AGNETE VANG
Julie Agnete Vang (b. 1984) graduated from The Danish National School of Performing Arts in 2008. Since then, Vang
has had theater roles on such stages as the Grønnegård Theater, Odense Theater and the Royal Danish Theater. In 2009,
Julie Agnete Vang performed in the entire first season of TV 2’s live comedy show “Live from Bremen”. In addition, she
has acted in several of DR’s (the Danish Broadcasting Corporation) major TV-series, including “The Killing Season 2”
(2009) and “The Protectors” (2010). In 2013, Vang had a very prominent part as Nete Buch in the bulk of the third
season of DR’s huge hit “Borgen” (2013). Vang’s feature film debut was in the role of Maja in Frederikke Aspöck’s
drama ROSITA in 2014. That same year Vang also had a smaller part in the very successful comedy THE REUNION 2:
THE FUNERAL”. THE COMMUNE is Vang’s third feature film. ❖

DITTE – ANNE GRY HENNINGSEN
Anne Gry Henningsen (b. 1976) graduated from the Acting School at Aarhus Theater in 2008. She has performed
on several stages, including at Aarhus Theater, Thy Theater, The Mill Theater, The Boat Theater and Theater
GROB. She has also toured Denmark with stage productions for both adults and youth. She’s the artistic
director at MÆRKVÆRK – theater for teenagers, where she has produced and performed in a range of shows,
including “Fierce Furious Friendship”, “Blood Alcohol Level 4.1”, “Fucking Poor” and most recently
“+1”. THE COMMUNE is her film debut. ❖
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ZENTROPA
Zentropa was founded in 1992 by director Lars von Trier and producer Peter

Zentropa’s position at the forefront of Danish and European film is

Aalbæk Jensen. Within its short lifetime Zentropa has grown to become recognized

evidenced by the comprehensive list of awards and distinctions bestowed on

as one of the most original and successful production companies in Europe.

the company’s films in recent years. Among many others, the list
includes, an Academy Award®, Golden-Globe® and European Film Award for

With its sustained focus on producing high quality films, aimed at internation-

Bier’s IN A BETTER WORLD (2010), Cannes Film Festival awards for von

al audiences; low budget features; TV-series; and a string of Scandinavian,

Trier’s ANTICHRIST (2009) and MELANCHOLIA (2011) as well as Vinterberg’s

European and American co-productions, Zentropa has expanded its activities

THE HUNT (2012) which was also nominated for an Academy Award®;

far beyond Denmark. These activities include the establishment of several

two Golden Bears and an Academy Award® Nomination for Arcel’s

production companies in other European countries, as well as engaging in a

A ROYAL AFFAIR (2012) and an Academy Award® nomination for Susanne

large network of some of the world’s most influential production companies.

Bier’s AFTER THE WEDDING. ❖
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